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Filed for intro on  08/12/2003

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 625
By  Ketron

A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of John Sam Ridley, Sr. of
Smyrna.

WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of

the untimely passing of John Sam Ridley, Sr., long-time and legendary former Mayor of Smyrna,

Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Sam Ridley was an exemplary public servant and consummate professional

who worked assiduously to ensure the able administration of the City of Smyrna as its Mayor

from 1948 -87; he worked diligently on behalf of his fellow citizens in numerous capacities; and

WHEREAS, Sam and his twin brother, Knox Ridley were born in Smyrna on June 23,

1919; Sam graduated from Smyrna High School, where he and Knox played both offense and

defense at a weight of no more than 108 pounds each, and attended Cumberland University in

Lebanon, Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, at the outbreak of World War II, Sam Ridley wished to serve as an officer;

because he was only five feet three inches in height, he had to secure a waiver from the Army

headquarters in Washington to attend officer candidate school; and
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WHEREAS, Mr. Ridley became a tank commander in General George Patton's Eighth

Army Division in Italy and France; he returned to Rutherford County having earned the rank of

Major, and as one of the county's most decorated veterans, with a Silver Star, two Bronze Stars,

a Purple Heart and a Presidential Unit Citation; and

WHEREAS, in 1948, Sam Ridley ran for Mayor of Smyrna, then a sleepy and somewhat

stagnant Middle Tennessee town; he was elected to that office, brother Knox was elected

County Magistrate, and family friend Earl Coleman was elected County Road Commissioner;

and

WHEREAS, Mayor Ridley also served in the House of Representatives of the

Tennessee General Assembly representing Rutherford County in the 1951-52 Session;

however, Smyrna was his chief area of concern, and he spared no efforts to promote its growth

and prosperity; and

WHEREAS, Sam Ridley was noted for meeting the challenges of economic development

for his city, including the departure of Sewart Air Force base in 1970, a facility that he had

brought into the city limits; he secured the location of the Japanese owned Nissan automobile

manufacturing plant in the early 1980s, as well as Square D, Cumberland Swan and BetterBilt

Aluminum, bringing thousands of jobs and a better quality of life for Smyrna residents for the

almost four decades of his service; and

WHEREAS, a businessman who was the former owner of a Chevrolet dealership in

Smyrna, Mr. Ridley had a vision for his community, saw to the development of the required

infrastructure, and met and talked with Governors, Presidents and anyone else to promote his

community. Current Smyrna Mayor Bob Spivey stated that "Smyrna is Sam Ridley and Sam

Ridley is Smyrna," and Rutherford County Chamber of Commerce President Steve Benefield

called him "… an impact player who helped people afford to have nice homes and send their

children to college"; and
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WHEREAS, always true to family values of the highest order, Sam Ridley enjoyed the

love and companionship of his wife, Kobria Ridley; he was preceded in death by his first wife,

Dorothy Hodge Ridley, and will be sorely missed by his son, John Sam Ridley, Jr., daughters

Mary Livsay and Sarah Piggins, brother, Knox Ridley, his grandchildren and a host of friends;

and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to remember the bountiful life

of this exceptional public servant and human being; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRD GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, That  we honor the memory of John Sam Ridley, Sr., reflecting fondly upon his

impeccable character, his unmatched vision, his love of life, and his commitment to living the

examined life with courage and conviction.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we express our sympathy and offer our

condolences to the family of Mr. Ridley.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


